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• Participants were 15 year olds and their parents from 35 
OECD countries and 35 partner countries.





How do we compare?



Maths, English, Science
• The UK’s 15 year olds performed higher than average in 

Maths, English and Science.

• Comparable countries are Australia, Belgium, Norway, 
Sweden and the USA.



English

• UK girls have a higher reading age than boys.

• But the UK Reading Gender Gap (in favour of girls) was 
narrower than the OECD average.



Maths

• UK boys have higher Maths scores than girls.

• The UK Maths Gender Gap (in favour of boys) was greater 
than the OECD average.



Science

• UK girls narrowly scored higher in Science than UK boys.

• Across the rest of the OECD there was no difference.



Advantaged vs Disadvantaged

• The gap in performance between advantaged and 
disadvantaged students is less in the UK than the OECD 
average.

• 14% of disadvantaged students are in the Top 25% for 
Reading.

• 90% of advantaged high-achieving students expect to 
complete a degree.  This figure is 34% amongst high-achieving 
disadvantaged students.



Expectations

• Amongst high-achieving boys in Maths and Science about 
30% expect to work as an engineer or science professional 
at age 30.

• For girls this figure is 20%.

• 25% of high-achieving girls expect to work in a health-
related profession aged 30.

• For boys this figure is 11%.



Expectations

• 7% of boys and 1% of girls expect to be working in an IT-
related profession aged 30.  



Lesson Disruption/Teaching

• 25% of UK students reported that in most lessons or every 
lesson their teacher had to wait a long time for the class 
to settle down.  The OECD average was 26%.

• 81% of UK students reported that their teachers show 
enjoyment in teaching.  OECD score was 74%.



Well-Being

• 53% of UK students declared themselves ‘satisfied’ with 
their life.  The OECD average is 67%.

• 27% of students reported being bullied at school in the 
last month compared to 23% in the rest of the OECD.

• 59% of students reported that their schoolmates co-
operate with each other (OECD 62%).



Well-Being

• 66% of UK students report that students compete against 
each other (OECD average 50%).

• 16% of UK students report that they feel lonely at school 
(OECD average 16%).

• 80% of UK students feel that they can make their way out 
of a difficult situation (OECD average 84%).



Well-Being

• 63% of UK students report that, when they fail, they worry 
about what others think of them (OECD average 56%).

• In almost every education system (including the UK) girls 
expressed greater fear of failure than boys, and this 
gender gap was considerably wider amongst high-
achieving students.  


