
2022 Summer Assignment 
Year 9

Surfaces
Task 1 – Research and annotation
Task 2 – After you have researched your photographer, shoot 30 images (set camera’s 
to jpeg files) that show a close match to the style or subject matter of your 
photographer.



REFLECTIVE SURFACES
Consider: Reflective buildings, Ponds, Lakes, Glass and mirrors, fragmented, distorted, concave 
and convex, vehicle bumpers, Crystal ball and glass buildings.

Photographers / Artists: Ernst Haas, Peter Keetman, , Lee Friedlander, Thomas Joshua Cooper. 

Ernst Haas- building reflections Peter Keetman- Water droplets on windows/surfaces. 



REFLECTIVE SURFACES
Consider: Reflective buildings, Ponds, Lakes, Glass and mirrors, fragmented, distorted, concave 
and convex, vehicle bumpers, Crystal ball and glass buildings.

Lee Friedlander- Window Reflections, Car Mirror Reflections. 



WEATHERED SURFACES
Consider: Erosion by water, wind or sea. Beaches, cliffs headland, shells, stones. Landscape 
formed by the elements. Mountains, hills, farmland , rivers, waterfalls, flood and drought. 
Weathered monuments and buildings

Werner Hannappel Ansel Adams

Photographers / Artists: Werner Hannappel,  Ansel Adams, Frank Meadow Sutcliffe,  Aaron 
Siskind



WEATHERED SURFACES
Consider: Erosion by water, wind or sea. Beaches, cliffs headland, shells, stones. Landscape 
formed by the elements. Mountains, hills, farmland , rivers, waterfalls, flood and drought. 
Weathered monuments and buildings

Frank Meadow Sutcliffe Aaron Siskind



NATURAL /TEXTURED SURFACES
Consider: Pinecones, leaf veins, wood, mosses and fungi. Soft or rough textured 
surfaces. Delicate flowers, plants, hedgerows, fruits, feathers, flesh, bone, insect wings. 
Photographers / artists: Karl Blossfeldt, Albert Renger Patsch, Eliot Porter 

Karl Blossfeldt Albert Renger Patsch Eliot Porter 



BENEATH THE SURFACE
Consider: Natural forms peeled or cut open to reveal a contrasting inside, buildings under 
construction / demolition, interiors and exteriors, shelters, skins, clothing, blankets, scars, hidden 
mechanics and computer circuit boards, under water or behind glass, peeling paint. 

Photographers /artists: Saul Leiter, Wolfgang Tillmans- Tate Series

Saul Leiter Wolfgang Tillmans- Tate Series



Year 9 GCSE Photography Summer assignment 2021-2022:
Task 1: Research and annotation

Step 1
Choose a sub theme and photographer influence to inspire your first photoshoot from the 
following slides.
Research your chosen photographer from 3 sources, look at the kind of photography they 
produce linked to your theme surfaces. ( Try a gallery website / article / artist biography site 
etc..)

Step 2
Use your research to inform your first annotation to introduce your theme and 
photographer. Cut and paste 3 to 4 images by your chosen photographer to a Google 
document similar to the pictures accompanying the images on the slide. Choose 1 
photograph to write about. Use the questions on slide 9 to prompt your sentences and 
paragraphs.

Extension
You could write a paragraph comparing and contrasting this photo with another by the 
same photographer..



PHOTOGRAPHER ANNOTATION
Paragraph 1: Complete the following sentence starters:
The title of my project is “Surfaces”
I have chosen to explore…(select 1)  reflective surfaces / weathered surfaces / natural surfaces/ 
beneath the surface 
For my first shoot I have been inspired by the …………(reflective, weathered etc..) surface 
photographs of …………………(Insert photographers name).
(Photographer’s name) was born in …..(date) and produced photographs in the genres of….. 
(landscape/ portrait / still life / street photography etc…) between………………….

Paragraph 2: Describe the photo: Paste a picture of the photograph /photographs you have been 
inspired by)
Describe the photograph you have referenced. Use as many visual adjectives as you can to describe 
the surfaces and the main subject.
Describe the position of the subject (s) within the frame. ( e.g the  seed head in placed in the centre 
of the frame)
Describe the look of the photograph. (See key words and formal elements. E.g black and white / high 
contrast, highly textured)

Paragraph 3: Interpret the photo. 
• Try to explain any information you have found out about the motives, meanings, and ideas 

behind this photo or other similar photos by this photographer.
• Explain what the photograph makes you feel / think of / remember
• Identify parts of the photo that you find particularly interesting.
• Explain how you want to respond to this photo in your own work..



The Formal Elements
Line, colour, shape, form, texture, surface, tone, light, dark, shade.

When writing use words you learn to use in context - try extending 
your artistic vocabulary - use the following specialist artistic terms 
(words) in combination with the formal element words stated above 

Techniques, contrast, balance, process, complimentary, picture, depict, 
portray, show, tactile, make, create, media, materials, juxtaposition, 
ground, combination, view, perspective, discord, harmony, balance,  

focus, simplify, present, environment, real.



Task 2
Shoot 30 well composed photos in response to the photographers 
you have researched. 
Tips:
• Search out similar subjects to the photographer (s) that you have researched. 

Try to apply their angle or viewpoint. E.g looking up, close up, looking down, 
raised horizon etc…

• Isolate the most interesting shape in your scene and arrange it in your camera 
viewfinder in a similar way to your influencing photographers. E.g singular tree, 
diagonally crossing the frame like Adams or fill the whole frame like Albert 
Renger Patsch.
Look for interesting shadows caused by dramatic lighting.  

• Upload all your jpeg images into a named google drive folder or bring in on a 
USB stick before your first photography lesson. If your photo files are still Heic or 
other file types you may need to convert them to jpegs as these are the files we 
can open in PhotoShop. I recommend downloading the free heic converter from 
https://imazing.com/heic )

https://imazing.com/heic

