27th May 2022
Dear Parents/Carers,
Re: ‘Participating in the fun’ (May 2022)
As we approach the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee weekend at the end of this May half term, we may be
thinking back through history as we reflect on the many years of her reign and how our nation has
changed throughout that period. People will get together to celebrate life in modern Britain as we explore
what that really means or what we would like it to mean.
On some level, Coventry continues to be a focal point for the nation. A number of families will be enjoying
Radio 1’s Big Weekend in Coventry’s Memorial Park this weekend. Lots of us enjoyed watching
Coventry City of Culture events a couple of weekends ago as we reach the final stages of our status as
UK City of Culture. Finham Park School is also planning big celebration events for the end of this year.
Building on the success of last year’s summer events for pupils, we are planning ‘FinhamFest’; a party
on the field with fairground attractions, summer fète stalls and craft activities. Our upcoming Year 7
pupils are getting involved as well as local businesses and parents who have so far very kindly agreed
to sponsor the three-day event in July. Students will showcase films they have produced at the Finham
Film Festival with three pupils long listed in this year’s ‘Media Magazine’s’ production competition.
Year 11 and 13 students are now sitting their external exams and so are coming into school for revision
sessions as required. It was great to see Years 9, 10 and 12 form a ‘guard of honour’ for Year 13 as
they left site on Thursday last week on their last day of school lessons; I suspect this will become a
regular event in years to come.
At last week’s Parent Forum, we outlined our proposal to change the length of the school day from
September 2022. We have already started talking to pupils about this as we elicit their views on the
potential models open to us. Following the Secretary of State's White Paper published recently, schools
will have to ensure that pupils are in school for at least 32.5 hours per week. We were already looking
at ways of developing our mentoring provision further and provide greater support for the mental health
of our pupils. We were also looking at increasing the length of lunchtime slightly given that there are
now more students on site following our increase in Published Admission Number to 270 pupils per
year. So, it makes sense to make these adjustments together. If you would like to feedback your view,
please use the link below.

https://tinyurl.com/45jtdv75
Our Student Wellbeing Officers are now focused on championing pupil participation in some of the wider
aspects of school life. These include: encouraging students to engage in student leadership; extracurricular activities (including learning a musical instrument); mentor time wellbeing activities; studentled anti-bullying programs (including safe social media use) and academic tutoring opportunities. Please
do get in touch with the school if you would like to know more so you can support your child’s
engagement and personal development.
If you are going away over half term, I hope you get some rest and well-earned downtime and enjoy
getting involved in the festivities over the coming weeks.
Yours faithfully,

Mr C Bishop
(Headteacher)

