
 

 

28th February 2022 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Re: ‘The peace and justice coin’ (February 2022) 

I thought I had this month’s letter to you mapped out in my head. At this time of the year, thoughts were 
turning to the longer days, the warmer weather and the approach of Spring and the new life that brings 
with it. 

And then a few days ago we all woke to the terrible news of Ukraine being invaded by Russia; an event 
that will of course affect communities here in the UK. What seemed unfathomable and a slim prospect 
suddenly became a harsh reality. We seem to be getting too familiar with harsh realities in recent years. 
A Year 7 child captured it well when he said to me ‘as if we don’t have enough to be getting on with at 
the minute. We need to learn how to live with Covid, sort the cost-of-living increase, address the energy 
crisis, and stop climate change.’ The challenges before us are indeed great! 

I recently wrote to you about the need to develop community and greater understanding and the role 
that schools and families play in that. This has never been truer than at the minute. The need to stand 
shoulder to shoulder with those who suffer and the need to support those affected by conflict is an 
important role of anyone who wants to be a ‘peacemaker’. (Some of you may have seen Coventry 
Cathedral lit up in blue and yellow on Friday as a sign of solidarity for Ukraine). In the coming weeks, 
all schools like ours will be talking with young people to try and make sense of the world as it is 
presenting itself. It is part of our role as educators and parents to help them navigate their understanding 
of these complex and confusing issues, whether that be the historical context of Europe, the formation 
of NATO or to comfort anxious children about relatives in Ukraine or who are themselves of Russian 
background. As Franklin D Roosevelt said, ‘Democracy cannot succeed unless those who express their 
choice are prepared to choose wisely. The real safeguard of democracy, therefore, is education.’ 

We are continuing our focus on restorative justice as our primary behaviour management tool. Staff are 
receiving further training today on INSET day on this. There is also a large focus on developing the role 
of the mentor as a support mechanism for students. Promptness to school in the morning is vital so that 
students do not miss out on mentor time and the 'cultural capital’ discussions being held here. We are 
starting to see a reduction in issues arising from social media as students have reported either coming 
off it (Year 7) or, following Safer Internet Day, are thinking more carefully about what they post as they 
report the discussions they are having with you about the dangers of social media. 

I have been reading a book called ‘When girls fall out’ to help understand, from a child’s point of view, 
what the competing priorities are on young people as they grow up in today’s world. The need to develop 
friendship, experience justice, communicate effectively and ultimately to ‘be-long and be-loved’ 
reminded me of that old saying that ‘peace and justice are two sides of the same coin’; they are not in 
conflict with each other as you cannot have one without the other.  

Following the three weather storms that have hit the UK over the past few weeks I, like you, hope for 
calmer, more peaceful waters that are routed in true justice, knowing that we all have a role to play in 
ensuring peace and justice comes to those in need. As the Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, 
said in his thought for the day on Radio 4 last week, ‘may God be with those who suffer today’. 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

Mr C Bishop  
(Headteacher)  

Coventry Cathedral 


