
 

 

22 June 2021 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Re: ‘Taking a stand… or a knee’ (June 2021) 

I have recently been thinking with our young people about what makes us all ‘sparkle’. What is it that 
makes us stand out as unique, special, the really good friend or the person that surprises others? 
Having recently interviewed a large number of our Year 12 students for the positions of Head Student, 
it was clear that it is not just our oldest students who sparkle, but especially our younger ones who 
were instrumental in the recruitment of the Head Student team. The values of kindness, integrity and 
humility shone through as the 3-year strategic framework for student leadership is developed. 
Students spoke with real conviction about their priorities. Focus areas for student leadership will 
therefore be Transition, Student Wellbeing, Inclusion and Equality, Cultural Diversity, Academic 
Mentoring and Environment. 

As we make final preparations for September, staff are enjoying some really high quality CPD in the 
closing weeks of this year including some from a nationally renowned speaker, Oliver Caviglioli, co-
author of ‘Teaching Walkthrus: Five-step guides to Instructional Coaching’. We are also in the closing 
stages of selecting a company who will be able to provide us with an option for interested families to 
lease digital devices as part of our ‘1:1 Digital Device’ strategy. Our desire is that through this, students 
will be given the tools to be better: 

 Prepared for life in an ever-changing world, for jobs that haven’t been invented; 

 Inspired to own their learning, bringing creativity inside and outside of the classroom; 

 Challenged to innovate, being competitive in the 21st Century. 

More details will follow in the next few days about how all students will be able to be involved. 

The school has been celebrating Pride Month with students and staff involved in celebrating diversity 
and equality. As we watch the Euros, we feel a sense of national pride and identity whilst also 
celebrating differences. It was heart warming watching Scotland fans litter picking in London after the 
match on Friday and also watching the football players take the knee as they continue to take a stand 
against all forms of racism. The school also continues to do its part in tackling all forms of racism and 
hatred so that students develop tolerance and understanding, learning what it means to live in a 
culturally diverse city, nation and world. 

Gareth Southgate wrote to football fans a few weeks ago: 

‘Why would you choose to insult somebody for something as ridiculous as the colour of their skin? 
Unfortunately, for those people that engage in that kind of behaviour, I have some bad news. You’re 
on the losing side. It’s clear to me that we are heading for a much more tolerant and understanding 
society, and I know our lads will be a big part of that …. I am confident that young kids of today will 
grow up baffled by old attitudes and ways of thinking’. (Gareth Southgate, England Manager). 

Some forewarning, the school is open to Year 7 and 12 only on Monday 6th September. All other 
students will return to school on Tuesday 7th September. More details on this will follow. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
 
 
Mr C Bishop  
(Headteacher) 


