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the opportunity for a world

is delivered by skilled linguists

class education and an experi-

and experienced teachers,

ence of the world.

underpinned by the UCL IOE

You can see the creativity in
teaching, the enjoyment in
learning and the successful

Confucius Institute for
Schools via the DFE and the
British Council.

acquisition of the Chinese lan-

The curriculum focusses on

guage.

the academic skills of speaking, listening, reading and writing (in Pinyin and characters),
as well as widening cultural
knowledge and experiences.

In this newsletter we celebrate the successes of our stu-

Through Intensive learning

dents studying Mandarin in the

days, visits, competitions,

MEP (Mandarin Excellence
Program) classes within our
Multi Academy Trust schools.

Headlines...
LYNG HALL STUDENT
THROUGH TO THE FINAL
OF THE BRITISH COUNCIL
MANDARIN SPEAKING
COMPETITION.
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Links to learning

The rich Mandarin curriculum
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Studying Mandarin gives pupils

MAT MEP students outside
a Buddhist temple during
residential trip to Shanghai.
Over 18% of the population
of China are thought to be
Buddhists.

cultural celebrations and activities such as song writing, tai
chi and calligraphy we provide
real life language learning to
support students to become
Global Citizens.

THE YEAR OF THE OX

WHAT’S GOING ON?

CHINESE NEW YEAR CELEBRATIONS CONTINUE
DESPITE LOCKDOWN 3.

KEEP UP TO DATE WITH
CELEBRATIONS AND
EVENTS IN THE MAT
MANDARIN CALENDAR
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HSBC Mandarin Speaking Competition:
Each year the MEP hold a HSBC Mandarin Speaking competition and
this year was no exception. Usually held at the British Council in
London, this year the competition is being held on line. It is the second time Lyng Hall school has entered a pupil, Aadam Vohra in the
Intermediate + category, so how did he get on? Find out below.
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Why enter the competition?
The competition offers a fun opportunity for secondary school students to practice and improve their Mandarin Chinese language
skills, with the aim of encouraging greater interest in Chinese language and culture. Taking part helps to raise students’ confidence in
their speaking skills, develops their vocabulary, and improves their
pronunciation.

The competition is
taking place online.
Participants face a
panel of judges from
the each of institutes.

What do participants have to do?
Was Aadam successful?
YES! On the 25th March 2021 Aadam successfully made it through to the final of the HSBC
Mandarin Speaking Competition.
The results are on Tuesday 18th May 2021.
Well done Aadam we are all very proud of you.

The competition is in 2 rounds. A
knockout stage and then the final.
For both rounds pupils have to:


Prepare a 2 minute presentation
on a topic. ‘Introducing Coventry’



Translate text from Mandarin to
English or vice versa.



Discuss a scenario chosen by the
judges. ‘Daily routine and school’

“Aadam demonstrated dedication ,
and his profound knowledge in
Mandarin. He performed impeccably under pressure”. Miss Luo
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Chinese New Year celebrations: Lyng Hall
Throughout the year Finham Park MAT hold Intensive Learning days.
This is where students are off timetable for the whole day and spend
it putting into practice what they have learnt in the classroom
through cultural and real life experiences. This year this has been
happening on line. Kick-started at Lyng Hall School celebrating the
Chinese New year.
PAGE

3

Student Resource Pack
Letters were sent to parents and students were
sent activity resource packs through the post in
preparation for Chinese New Year Intensive Learning day. These included, a fan, a jinzi (Chinese football), a calligraphy brush pen, Character template
sheets, red and yellow card and glue.

The itinerary for the day

The day was carefully planned and delivered by the
Mandarin department, Miss Luo, Miss Wang and Mrs
Priest. With cross curricula lessons with Miss Scott
(Drama), Mr Loach-Smith (PE), Miss Stock (Maths)
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“I loved learning
about calligraphy and
having my own pen to
write characters”.

Chinese New Year celebrations: Lyng Hall
The collaboration of teachers and administrative staff delivered an
exciting program of events for students to participate in. Active activities that saw pupils learning about cultural aspects in China, and
then get a chance to participate themselves and then celebrate their
accomplishments in a closing ceremony at the end of the day.
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Chinese football challenge—Mohammed

Students learnt about
the traditions of Fan
dancing and a routine
to perform.

Mrs Priest and Mr Loach-Smith set the challenge to see how many times pupils could
keep the Jinzi (Chinese Football) off the
ground. They both videoed and pupils
watched their attempts ...they were not
very good! Only managing 3 touches.

Chinese Lantern Making—Mohammed & Natan
Calligraphy—Isatou

After each lesson activity students were given a Chinese
character. At the end of the day these gave a message that
students sent via teams during the closing ceremony and
received a New Year Choclate !
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Creative Teaching: Lockdown learning
The participation and creativity of our students is so pleasing to see.
It was important to set practical activities to provide variation in
learning and time away from looking at a screen. Cooking Chinese
food was the perfect compliment to the Food and Drink topic.
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Year 8 of West Coventry Academy made Chinese dishes when they
learned the topic of
‘Food and drink’.

Some had great ideas to
combine Chinese and
western food together.
They also designed
school menu in Chinese
Version and presented
via Teams during lockdown.

Year 8 Mandarin Curriculum: Unit 5 Food and Drink 食品和饮

Hot pot huǒguō 火锅 is the num-

ber one food in China. It literally
means ‘Firepot’ or ‘steampot’. You
choose a broth flavour (mushroom,
tomato) nd are given accompanying
food to cook in the hot broth and eat.
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Creative Teaching: Lockdown learning
Songs are a fabulous way to learn and language and bring students
together with a common focus. Here both year 8 and year 9 learnt a
new song. Appropriately called ‘After the Epedemic’!

We are aiming for WCA
to have a Chinese Choir
and contribute a big part
to MEP off-curriculum
days.
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Instead of learning Chinese
New Year Songs this year,
both year 8 and year 9 of
West Coventry Academy
learned the song ‘After the
Epidemic’ via Teams.

This is a song to inspire students’ positive sprits during
lockdown and cherish what
they have. It is a four-page
lyrics song, but students
love it!
So far, WCA MEP students
have learned quite a few
Chinese songs.

Year 9 were asked to read and highlight any characters they can recognised in
China Daily (equivalent to The Times). Although they have not reached level of
reading this official newspaper yet, they felt a sense of achievement in finding
characters they recognised.
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Creative Teaching: Lockdown learning
Each of our Finham Park MAT Schools took a variety of approaches
to distance learning. Live lessons via Microsoft Teams was essential
in continuing the learning of Mandarin.
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With the first snow falling FP2 Year 7 pupils
took to writing along
the snowy theme in
Mandarin.

Y7 were set a task to produce
mini books about likes and
dislikes.

Year 7 Mandarin Curriculum: Unit 3 Hobbies 爱

Springtime in China.
Yuyuantan Park (Beijing)
sees the Cherry Blossom
festival with 20 different
varieties and more than
2000 Cherry trees in
bloom
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Creative Teaching: Lockdown learning
Despite the various lockdowns, MEP Mandarin students across the
MAT have been learning in very creative ways. Via online live and
recorded lessons, through Google classroom, they have continued to
make excellent progress.

FPS Y7 lovely students were very engaged
with Jamboard during the lockdown. They
learned how to talk about their sports and
hobbies with our brilliant trainee teacher
Miss Mansell.
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Year 7 Mandarin Curriculum: Unit 2 Family and Home 家

Yr 8 Yomna made a
Chinese cake to express her enthusiasm
about Chinese.
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Y7 student Sara has a
very cute bird and she
even used Chinese to
introduce him to us.
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Creative Teaching: Lockdown learning
Year 10 and 11 students show how they are independent learners
and have motivation to keep on learning at home.

Y11 student Medha made a Tour Guidance booklet for the London tourist information centre to offer the Chinese
tourists more tips in London.

Tourist attraction ZhuJiajiao ‘Zhu Family corner’. An ancient water town near Shanghai.
Established 1,700 years ago with archaeological findings dating back 5,000 years.

Our Y10 student Tegan
demonstrated how busy she
was during the lockdown,
studying, baking, cycling and
making bead bracelets!
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Creative Teaching: Lockdown learning
Both students and teachers increased the use of ICT learning platforms to continue learning the curriculum. The variety of platforms
allowed for teachers to be able to teach and assess during the same
live lesson,
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Google classroom was essential in lockdown. It provided a means of regular
contact, checking well-being, delivering resource materials for learning in live
classes, storing video lessons, providing links to ICT platforms, recording and
monitoring students engagement and progress.
Here Year 7 students sent photos of
their completed character writing.

Students developed Literacy
skills by reading online books
using ‘Mandarin Matrix’.

Year 8
student
Haleema
designed
her own
revision
game

Quizizz and Wordwall were very popular with all years to revise and check the
learning, also to play competitively with other class members. Contact was vital.

FINHAM

PARK

MAT

MEP

Creative Teaching: In the classroom
Students love demonstrating their artistic talents, through cooking
and calligraphy.

Our Y8 students enjoyed calmness
of doing calligraphy.
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Manvi writes beautiful Chinese characters, this is a writing about her holiday, she can now use past tense!

Year 10 Mandarin Curriculum: Media 媒体

Iona in Y10 loves Brooklyn 99! She created a booklet to introduce the Chinese students
about this TV program, very creative.
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Creative Teaching: In the classroom
Year 7 at Finham Park 2 have been getting creative in their learning
and learning about Chinese traditions.
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Year 7 designed colourful, personalised
lollipop sticks. Great for selecting pupils to
answer questions, choosing individual students and picking teams/groups. A great
way to encourage fair participation.

Designing Chinese Mask is
always a favourite.

Year 7
Chinese character drawings

Dragon mask is a symbol of fortune and prosperity in Chinese
culture and it is usually made to
be very complex, colored red,

Mid-autumn paper
plate designs
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gold and blue and decorated
with feathers and fur. Some
dragon masks are so big that

more people must carry them.

Creative Teaching: In the classroom
At Lyng Hall students in all years have been focusing on creative
writing and translation. Demonstrating their on line learning.
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Jignesh 9 translation from
Mandarin to English

Aaliyah in year 8 has been writing about
different kinds of meat in the food topic.

In year 10 students start preparing for GCSE
Mandarin.
Here, Tanvi has
completed a
GCSE listening
exercise and
shows her analysis of what she
has heard and
the strategies
that can help her
succeed.
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The Mandarin Curriculum path:
This is the long-term overview of the Mandarin curriculum with the units and subjects covered in each year. Each school and class may be different.
Y
e
a
r
7

Y
e
a
r
8
Y
e
a
r

JINBU 1 Chapter 1: Introduction and greetings
JINBU 1 Chapter 2: Family and pets
JINBU 1 Chapter 3:Hobbies, sports, days of a week
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JINBU 1 Chapter 4: School subject, times of a day
JINBU 1 Chapter 5: Food and drink

JINBU 2 Chapter 1:Holidays (weather, countries and modes of transport)
JINBU 2 Chapter 2:All about me (colours, appearance, clothes, daily routine)
JINBU 2 Chapter 3:My town (places, community, direction, jobs)
JINBU 2 Chapter 4: Shopping (fruit, vegetable, department store, online shopping)
JINBU 2 Chapter 5: Travel in China (touristic destination, souvenir shop, buying tickets and booking hotels)
EDEXCEL GCSE Chapter 1: My life (family, hobbies, friends, childhood)

9

EDEXCEL GCSE Chapter 2: School (school subjects, comparison, school rules and after-school
club)
EDEXCEL GCSE Chapter 3: Leisure(sports facilities, frequency, socilising)

Y
e
a
r
1
0

AQA GCSE Chinese book 1: Chapter 1 My Hobbies
AQA GCSE Chinese book 1: Chapter 2 Getting around
AQA GCSE Chinese book 1: Chapter 3 My family
AQA GCSE Chinese book 1: Chapter 4 Shopping
AQA GCSE Chinese book 1: Chapter 5 Describing people
AQA GCSE Chinese book 1: Chapter 6 Eating out
AQA GCSE Chinese book 1: Chapter 7 My day
AQA GCSE Chinese book 1: Chapter 8 On holiday

Y
e
a
r
1
1

AQA GCSE Chinese book 2: Chapter 9 Sightseeing
AQA GCSE Chinese book 2: Chapter 10 Health
AQA GCSE Chinese book 2: Chapter 11 Education
AQA GCSE Chinese book 2: Chapter 12 My hometown
AQA GCSE Chinese book 2: Chapter 13 Chinese tradition
AQA GCSE Chinese book 2: Chapter 14 Online life
AQA GCSE Chinese book 2: Chapter 15 Going to work
AQA GCSE Chinese book 2: Chapter 16 Home life
AQA GCSE Chinese book 2: Chapter 17 Global Issue
AQA GCSE Chinese book 2: Chapter 18 Going out
AQA GCSE Chinese book 2: Chapter 19 Entertainment and media
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zhòng yào rì qī 重要日期 Important dates

May/June
Year 7, 8, 9 Students will be studying towards, and completing the MEP Hurdle tests.

June/July
There will be two MEP Intensive Study events coming up this summer. Both of these will
be on online and will be a fantastic opportunity for students to engage with the wider
MEP network and with Chinese language and culture.


Weeks Commencing 5th and 12th July: Year 9 Intensive Study = Virtual China



1st/2nd/7th/8th July: Year 10 Intensive Study = Tourism Project

Contact...
If you wish to contribute to the
next MEP Mandarin Newsletter
please contact me via email
with your contributions before
June 10th 2021.
vpriest@lynghallschool.co.uk
V Priest MAT Intensive Learning
Co-ordinator.

