
 

 

December 2019 

Dear Parents/Carers 

Re: Headteacher Letter – ‘Tradition and Routines’ 

The festive season is upon us—or as I like to call it, the most wonderful time of the year.  Each 
year it seems the Christmas lights and decorations go up in shops earlier than the previous, 
with my first sighting this year on 1st November! 

Tradition is such an important part of Christmas celebrations. Traditions such as competing to 
see who can be the first to spot a fairy light or bauble hanging in someone’s garden or the 
‘fake snow’ footprints in the living room by the fireplace on Christmas morning, next to the half-
eaten carrot and demolished mince pie. ‘Routines’ turn into magical experiences at Christmas 
and regardless of what or who our students believe in, I hope that each and every individual 
finds some magic during the Christmas period. 

Our school has a great sense of tradition and a pride in its routines and high standards, 
whether in our preparations for our annual Graduation Ceremony at Coventry Cathedral in 
December or simply in our routine quality assurance processes. We had our termly ‘teaching 
and leadership’ health check inspection this term and welcomed a lead Ofsted inspector into 
the school to examine areas of Sixth Form life specifically. It was heart-warming to hear how 
the students she met spoke with such pride about our school. She was impressed with the 
opportunities our young people have and remarked she would have liked, in hindsight, to have 
come to our school as a student! We are committed to continually improving our school, 
listening and learning from others as we help our young people prepare for life beyond our 
walls. Our re-accreditation as an International School this term will help to that end. 

As you make your own preparations for the holidays, I hope you manage to get some time to 
yourself; time to reflect on this year in the hope of fresh and renewed things to come in the 
New Year. The most precious things at Christmas are not the presents or the things we eat 
and drink, though they may be wonderful! I would argue that the most precious and magical 
thing about Christmas is the time spent with family and friends, reflecting on what we truly 
value in life. In the words of my favorite Christmas movie, 'The Polar Express', "Seeing is 
believing, but sometimes the most real things in the world are the things we can't see." 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to you all. 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Mr C Bishop 
Headteacher 


