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Dear Parent or Carer 

We have been asked to write to you on behalf of MiFriendly Cities about your 

child’s immigration status in the UK. 

If your child is British you do not need to worry about the contents of this letter. 

Your child is British if they hold British passports or are entitled to one. They are 

also most likely to be British if your family, including your parents, has always 

lived in the UK. 

If you know that your child has ILR (indefinite Leave to Remain) you also have 

nothing to worry about, but you may still benefit from reading further.  

Who is this letter for? 

This letter is for all parents whose child is not British or otherwise settled in the UK, 

and all parents who are not sure what their child’s status is. If this applies to you 

we advise you to read this information because not having the right papers 

may stop your child from going to university, working, renting a house, opening 

a bank account, driving a car and even getting married as they get older. It 

can even place them at risk of being removed from the UK even if they’ve 

lived here all their lives. It is very important to know that having a British birth 

certificate in itself is not proof that they are allowed to live in the UK. 

If you are not sure what your child’s status is, Path to Papers is a good place to 

start. It is a website that does not ask for any personal information at all, but 

helps you establish your child’s status by asking 5 yes/no questions. You can 

find this at www.pathtopapers.com. 

The importance of citizenship – free advice  

Your child’s school is partnering with MiFriendly Cities project and as part of this 

you and/or your child will have access to free specialist immigration advice. 

http://www.pathtopapers.com/


 

 

The aim of the project is to make sure young people do not discover at 18 that 

they have difficulties with their immigration status, but to solve any problems 

before this so that they can start adult life with confidence. It can be easier to 

find solutions for a child’s immigration problem than for an adult’s so timing is 

important. 

It may be that you are aware that your child’s status is not secure or maybe 

this comes as a surprise because you thought he or she was okay with a British 

birth certificate. You may have tried everything and paid out a lot of money 

to solicitors already but without results. You may be worried what will happen 

if you tell anyone that you or your child do not have the right papers to remain 

here long term. This is understandable, but keeping quiet will put your child’s 

future at risk, that future you are working so hard for. 

A specialist immigration adviser from the Law Centre is available to speak to 

parents about the immigration laws as they apply to children and give advice 

on what parents can do to secure their child’s immigration status. They will give 

advice in private. You will not be asked to provide personal details to the 

school or the immigration adviser unless you want to. All information you give 

is covered by professional rules of confidentiality and will not be passed on to 

anyone without your consent.  

What next?  

If it is identified that your child is able to make an application for citizenship or 

another form of status, free legal advice and representation is available 

through Kids in Need of Defence UK, a pro bono organisation linked to 

MiFriendly Cities through the Law Centre. Referral will be easy. You may need 

to pay a fee to the Home Office, but all advice given by MiFriendly Cities and 

Kids in Need of Defence will always be free. Even if your child cannot 

immediately make an application you will be more aware of the options 

available to your child and how you can prepare for these.  

You can also access the immigration adviser working for the project directly 

on citizenship@centralenglandlc.org.uk.  

Yours faithfully 

 

FINHAM PARK SCHOOL 
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