
 

 

23rd April 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Re: Letter from the Headteacher: ‘A very unusual start to term’ (April 2020) 
 
I do hope that you and your families and friends are well and able to stay safe. 
 
Welcome back to the start of term, a term under the continuation of the most extraordinary of 
national circumstances. My staff and I continue to meet regularly to discuss our main priority, the 
quality of learning within the school community. This is done whilst also managing the learning 
experiences of our own children, which as I talk with parents, students and staff, I know is a 
common experience for many of us. 
 
With Finham Park teachers providing a mixture of live lessons through Google hangouts, pre-
recorded lessons, Google classroom experiences, and a mixture of other online learning platforms, 
it is hard to understand how we would be able to function without the benefits of modern technology 
in these circumstances. Once more detail emerges, we are looking to engage with the 
government’s recently announced scheme to provide laptops for the most vulnerable or those who 
cannot afford them. Our school remains open to vulnerable young people and children of key 
workers and has been throughout the Easter holiday to support you and your families. Our Fun 
Filled Family Activity pack written by teachers across the Multi Academy Trust can be found here: 
https://finhammat-coventry.frogos.net/app/os#!family/fun-filled-family-pack 
 
My most important bit of advice to parents at this time would be to encourage you to strengthen 
the skills your children need in order to thrive when they come back to school. Reading is a good 
way to do this as students who are good readers tend to do better. Time also spent problem solving 
(taking apart old machines, building models, completing puzzles) will focus them for longer periods 
of time. Remember the need for a balanced and flexible schedule. Be creative; bake; play board 
games; watch movies, enjoy nature and do the things that make you all smile. There are lots of 
free national resources publicised recently that they can tap into it. Limit the number of hours of 
one-to-one support you give them each day but keep a weather eye on what they are doing when 
they are studying on their own. Do contact their teachers if they are not doing what they should be. 
 
Having had three weeks of schooling in lockdown, we are starting to gather intelligence about pupil 
engagement. This wellbeing survey was sent to all students to help us gather that information: 
https://forms.gle/CwnLgce5VMNGqHvz7. It will enable us to adjust our approaches as teachers 
and parents as we work together to support and manage their learning whilst also adjusting and 
managing expectations of ourselves. Whilst you are not expected to be their academic teachers, 
and teachers are not expected to be able to provide the ‘normal’ diet, we will find out where they 
are and plan our teaching accordingly when we are back in school so that no-one gets left behind. 
 
Everyone’s continued support for each other at this time is greatly appreciated and noted. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 

 
 
 

Mr C Bishop (Headteacher) 


