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 The Finham Film Makers 
Society is for Finham 
Park students in years 10 
and above, including ex-
students so we can have a 
range of talent across year 
groups to create films and 
projects. The initial idea 
behind the group is for 
anyone to share an idea on 
the group page and for the 
members to decide whether 
the idea is good or not, 
and how to improve the 
idea, as well as allowing the 
members to participate in 
any project they want to. 
Additionally, any criticisms 
given don’t necessarily have 
to be taken on board. In 
the society, we have a range 
of talents from experts at 
script writing, experts at 
cinematography, experts 
at editing etc. By having a 
range of talents available, 
any member can pick and 
choose who they want 
as well as allowing any 
members to gain experience 

in areas they aren’t 
necessarily good at or to 
improve the areas they 
are good at.

Our most recent member, 
Mitoshka Alkova was 
nominated as a finalist 
in the National Youth 
Film Awards for her film 
‘Memories’, which won 
‘Best Extra Curricular 
Film’ at the Finham Film 
Festival

*******************************

Film Club is for any 
student from any 
year group who enjoy 
watching a range of films 
or who want to broaden 
their horizons from the 
films they currently watch. 
The films differ from each 
week, for example, one 
week we watched Toy 
Story and another week 
we watched Jaws. As 
well as the films differing 

from week to week, we 
also have themes, such as 
Halloween week, where 
we watched The Woman 
In Black, and International 
week, where we watched 
Amélie. Students are 
encouraged to suggest 
films to watch or themes 
to suggest and they 
might be chosen to be 
played. Film Club is on a 
Wednesday after school 
and it officially begins at 
3:15pm, which gives you 
time to arrive, in A38. In 
case that didn’t sound 
appealing enough, here’s 
an extra incentive: there 
is popcorn, with a range 
of flavours, such as sugar 
or salt, which you can 
only eat at Film Club. Or 
you can bring your own 
snacks.

Film Events

By Laura Broadberry 

Batman: Arkham 
Origins

Batman has always made the 
shadows his ally. But in Bat-
man: Arkham Origins, he finds 
the shadow of his own previous 
games impossible to escape from. 
The game is as good as Batman: 
Arkham City in most ways, having 
inherited a near flawless combat 
system, but it lacks any interesting 
ideas of its own. It’s also missing 
the polish and attention to detail 
which makes Batman: Arkham 
City and Batman: Arkham Asylum 
great action games.
The graphics are pretty standard 
for a game coming out so close 
to the next generation release. 
The colour is bland and boring 
for the outside sections and the 
pallet is too pale for most of the 
indoor sections. The character 
models in cut scenes look well-
polished but that’s what you’d 
expect from a Batman game. As 
soon as the cut scene ends, you 
will notice low frame rate and 
lag for several seconds on both 
console versions.
The game really stands out in 
the boss battles, which leave you 
fighting several deadly assassins. I 
like the battles because there was 
great variation and new concepts 
for each one. The battle with 
Deathstroke was close to quick 
time event, and a re-skinned 
version of the Rasual Gaul battle 
from Arkham City, though it was 
fun, it was long winded and re-
petitive. A battle similar to the Mr 

Freeze battle from Arkham City 
would have been better and dif-
ferent from all the other battles.
This younger Batman already 
has all his signature moves and 
gear, flies a fancy plane and is 
on a first-name basis with pretty 
much every villain, asides from 
The Joker. At the cost of really 
selling the idea that these events 
happen prior to the other two 
games, Batman: Origins keeps the 
foundation of Batman: Arkman 
Asylum and Batman: Arkman 
City’s amazing combat intact, 
including every gadget in one 
form or another. For example, Mr 
Freeze’s absence from the rogue’s 
gallery means the cryo-grenades 
are now concussion or glue 
grenades.
Two new enemy types add a 
little extra variety, notably the 
martial artists who counter your 
attacks. But the only substantial 
change is one of the objects 
which appear awesome the first 
time you use it, quickly reveals 
itself to be a bad idea. The 
Shock Gauntlets are among the 
last gear you unlock, which is 
good because once charged and 
activated by hitting a few guys 
in regular combat, they let you 
completely ignore everything that 
makes combat interesting. Riot 
shields; stun batons; armoured 
thugs – Batman just punches 
them. They’re basically a win 
button, and the kind of thing 

that doesn’t work in a prequel, 
because why would Batman ever 
get rid of them?
Meanwhile, in the stealthy fights 
where Batman picks off armed 
thugs one by one, there’s an-
other somewhat dirty-feeling 
win button: a remote grapple 
which strings up thugs without 
them even having to walk under 
a gargoyle. As a fan of stealth 
games, I try to keep gadgets to a 
minimum.
Even so, I could live in the chal-
lenge rooms for days, trying to 
string together the ultimate, un-
interrupted comb which includes 
each of the dozen or so moves 
and gadgets in Batman’s arsenal. 
With the controller in the right 
hands (which every so often, 
mine are), it looks like elaborate 
fight choreography. Predator 
still makes me feel like a ghost, 
particularly when playing in chal-
lenge mode, where I can disable 
certain gadgets or enable other 
handicaps.
I would give this game 8.5 out of 
10, because of the good chal-
lenge maps, boss battles and the 
win buttons.

By Jack Brazil



Christmas Present 
Ideas

For Mum
Lush products are handmade 
bath and beauty products, which 
are perfect for mum if she needs 
to relax and feel beautiful this 
Christmas. Lush have promo-
tional Christmas products too.
However, if you’re on a low 
budget, try making handmade 
gifts, such as baking yummy 
snacks. For example, you could 
make flapjacks and brownies, or 
perhaps something more festive, 
such as mince pies or chocolate 
logs. You can put the baked 
goods into a festive box and a 
cute ribbon on top. All you’d 
need is a festive box, ingredients 
and some ribbon, which could 
save a lot of wasted time.

For Dad
Some good old fashioned music. 
While you might not like your 
dad’s music taste, he would be 
eternally grateful for being able 
to listen to some of his all-time 
favourite songs.
Another good gift could be new 
clothes. You could buy your dad 
a new top, with his favourite band 
logo on, or his favourite football 
team. If you’re feeling particularly 
courageous, you could buy him a 
new style to try out.

For Children
Children are easier to shop for, as 
there are a whole range of prod-
ucts out there! For young girls, you 
can never go wrong with a stuffed 
toy and a toy doll, such as Peppa 
Pig or Baby Born. Both will provide 
them with endless amount of joy. 
For young boys, you can never go 
wrong with transport toys, such as 
Hot Wheel cars or Thomas the Tank 
Engine.
Another must have are costumes, 
from princesses to superheroes, you 
can never go wrong with a cool 
costume. We guarantee they won’t 
want to take it off.
Arts and crafts are often helpful, as 
children love to be creative. With 
boys, try something which allows 
them to be creative but also messy, 
such as paint. With girls, try some-
thing like colouring or paint by 
numbers.

By Eleanor Hughes, Isha and Pryanka

For Boys
If you want to give him a gooey 
present, try ‘Spew Goo’. A gooey 
present which is bound to create a 
mess but he’ll thoroughly enjoy. For 
only £2, it’s a bargain price!
If you want to give him a disguise, 
try these fun moustaches. There are 
several to choose from for a variety. 
Rope your family into using one for 
a barrel of laughs this Christmas. For 
£2.99, you’d be mad to miss this.
If you want to give him another 
messy present, try an ‘Alien’. An 
alien submerged by goo, guaranteed 
to give him entertainment whilst 
perhaps staining carpets with the 
goo. At £2.50, it’s a decent price for 
a decent gift.
If you want to give him a nasty 
surprise, try ‘5 Hot Toothpicks’. 
The more they chew, the hotter the 
toothpicks become. To add a bit of 
heat to their Christmas, buy them 
this. At £3.50, for a heated practical 
joke, try this present.

For Girls
If you want to give her a school necessity, 
try some bright spotty pens. It comes in 
an assortment of colours, so she can have 
plenty of choice with which one she wants 
to use. At £1.95, it’s the perfect price for 
the perfect gift.
If you want to give her unique cooking 
equipment, try a gingerbread man cookie 
cutter. If you want to inspire her to bake, 
or she particularly likes baking, this will be 
the gift to get her. At £2.95, it’s a can’t-
miss price.
If you want to give her helpful reminders, 
try vintage memo pads. If she is constantly 
forgetting things, or else just needs some-
where to write her reminders, a memo pad 
would be ideal. At £4.95, while pricey, it 
will certainly win over her affections.
If you want to give her a delicious snack, 
try an edible Blackberry. If she’s constantly 
on her phone, then this might be a funny 
gift idea. At £4.50, this is a humorous gift 
idea.

These were our ideas for 
what to buy your family this 
Christmas, in case you were 
struggling, or else just needed 
inspiration. Just remember, it’s 
the thought that counts!



The one phrase we all dread 
to hear over our lifetime is, 
‘you’ve got cancer’. But it is 
even worse to hear, ‘your child 
has cancer’. Sadly, this is what 
16,000 parents are told each 
year in the UK.

On 6th November 2012, 
Nancy was diagnosed with 
Acute Lymphoblastic Leukae-
mia, which is a blood cancer. 
No person, especially not a 
four year old, should ever have 
to live through such a painful 
experience like this. However, 
we cannot control this.

Any adult would be destroyed 
at the news of hearing they 
had cancer. For Nancy, it’s 
much scarier and much more 
difficult, considering she’s only 
four years old. In life, you can’t 
stop, you have to keep fight-
ing. Nancy, her parents and 

her younger sister, Edith, 
have been doing just that 
for the past year. Nancy has 
been raising awareness for 
Leukaemia and Lymphoma 
blood disease with what has 
happened to her, and she 
has raised money for the 
cause.

So far, over 500 people 
have donated money by 
running marathons, baking 
cakes and even cutting off 
their hair, all to help raise 
money. More than £41,000 
has been raised, with more 
money coming in each day. 
Even in the worst situations, 

something good can 
emerge.

Nancy has been a brave 
princess and she is doing 
immensely well. We are all 
hoping that by pulling to-
gether as a community, we 
can deliver another hit to 
bringing down cancer. It is 
all thanks to one inspiring 
young girl and her family. 

By Kirsty Rackliff

Inspire

By Charlie Harris

Judgement and Buzzkills
Tomorrow the highly anticipated video game, 
Grand Theft Auto V is released worldwide. 
When I currently scroll down my Twitter 
timeline I naturally see a lot of people who 
are extremely excited for the games release, 
but I also see a lot of tweets along the line of 
this, “How sad is it to be excited for GTA? It’s 
just a game” or “Get a life being excited for 
a game” and it’s stuff like that which doesn’t 
float with me. It’s not just the reaction from 
some to people being excited for something 
they’ve been waiting 5 years of their life for 
that has caused me to think about this, I see 
people being judged for their interests every 
single day on my timeline. 
 The main argument in this case is that GTA 
“is just a game”, but couldn’t that be argued 
for any form of entertainment? Harry Pot-
ter is “just a book”, The Avengers is “just a 
film”, Game of Thrones is “just a television 
programme”, the Arctic Monkeys are “just a 
band”. Nobody actually needs these in their 
lives do they? Human beings could survive 
without any of this, they may be bored but 
they’d still be alive. It sounds ridiculous to say 
this but we like things because we like them. 
The reason that people play video games is 
because they enjoy them, the reason people 
watch films is because they enjoy them, the 
reason that a human being does anything that 
is not completely necessary is in some way 
linked to them gaining something or finding 
happiness. Where is the crime in that? 
 People’s musical interests is something which 
I see people getting judged upon pretty much 
every day. A perfect example of this is fans of 

artists such as One Direction and Justin 
Bieber who have very large, and widely 
similar thinking fanbases. Fan bases such 
as this often come under much scrutiny 
for obsessive behaviour and the immense 
dedication they show towards their 
chosen idols, and yes, a lot of the actions 
of fan bases such as these is highly cringe 
inducing and many people may not like 
the type of music that they listen to but 
still, they have made a choice to pursue 
something that makes them happy. Yes, 
you may find it annoying seeing the 
trending topics filled with “#WeLoveYou-
Justin” and “#ProudOfYouLouis” but how 
often do most Twitter users actually pay 
attention to those trends, and if there 
is something on your timeline which is 
annoying you then you have the option 
to both unfollow certain users, or simply 
block them so you don’t have to see 
it. There is no need for the constant 
belittling of others due to their personal 
preference of music that Twitter is so rife 
with. Another example is during pretty 
much any music festival when a band 
such as Arctic Monkeys plays and my 
timeline is filled with tweets about how 
this is “real music” and how only the 
opinion of people who listen to this 
sort of music’s opinions matters. It’s the 
same with bands like Oasis where people 
constantly tell others how “you have 
to listen to them or you know nothing 
about music”. How can you define what 
real music is? Everyone has different 

tastes and not everyone is going to like 
the same music as you, everyone should 
be respectful of what others like to listen 
to no matter how god awful they may 
think it is. I personally am not a big fan 
of bands like Arctic Monkeys or Oasis 
but I still completely respect the opinion 
of those who love them, and understand 
why they are so widely appreciated, and 
also it’s not just fans of these bands that I 
see making comments about “real music” 
but they are just two examples that 
popped into my head. 
At the end of the day, everyone want 
to be happy and enjoy themselves, and 
as long as they aren’t hurting anyone 
then everyone has the right to that. You 
may not understand why someone likes 
something but you don’t need to criticise 
them on a personal level because of it. 
Yes, people are going to be excited for 
something that they have been looking 
forward to, and yes in some cases that 
excitement may go a bit over the top but 
literally everyone is excited for something 
at some point in their life and judging 
someone for being excited for something 
you may not necessarily be excited for 
just isn’t on. No single human being 
should ever try and dictate the interests of 
others if it’s making them happy, nobody 
had the right to tell someone what they 
can and can’t do for fun as long as it is 
within the boundaries of the law. 

Third to the left 
is Nancy, with 
her parents and 
her younger 
sister



This month is great for 
fashion lovers, but not fash-
ionistas. Even a simple, plain 
top can be fashionable. Just 
add the latest prints, cam-
ouflage and abstract, to a 
plain top to add edginess to 
your outfit. You could also 
try a Native American look, 
or perhaps a top with glitter 
and jewels.

Onto style. The vintage look 
is still a great way to start 
the winter season. Baggy 
trousers are in, which is 
great for tomboys, so ditch 
the skirts! The biker look 
is still in and is particularly 
good for parties.

Forget the connotations of 
blue being sadness, because 
blue is back! Like October 
being different shades of 
pink, there are tons of varie-
ties of blue to choose from!

If you want to be more fes-
tive, green is better than red, 
as a neutral colour rather than 
a bright colour. Bronze and 
copper are also in, which gives 
more sophistication to any 
outfit.

With nails, try a blue base coat 
and add white sparkles on the 
tips for a wintery look and feel. 
In fact, if you’re feeling par-
ticularly festive, try adding little 
snowflakes.

Glitter is the new black. Use 
glitter as much as deemed 
fashionably appropriate, for you 
don’t want to wear too much.

If you’re after an accessory, a 
nice big ring is essential. If you 
want a hair accessory, a hair 
braid is the perfect option.

Winter Sparkle

By Maggie


