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Star Studded 
Celebration Of 
Success 2013

At the start of the summer term, I attended the star-
studded celebration of success for the first time. The first 
thing that struck me about the Transport Museum venue 
was how full of cars it was. An odd place to hold the 
celebration I thought. The next thing I remember thinking 
was how weird it was seeing teachers outside of school. 
I thought teachers just slept in cupboards in school 
overnight. Each of us was greeted with a handshake from 
Mr Bailie followed by the moment everyone had been 
waiting for; the awards!

It was ruthlessly organised but it 
was “school” organised, so there 
was nothing a few dopey students 
couldn’t mess up with ease. 

The food was really nice, apart 
from the vegetables of course... 
And everyone got to sit with 
their friends whilst they ate, 
which made it a nice atmosphere 
because everyone just ate and 
talked with friends. Although 
there were allegations that older 
students were stealing puddings 
(cough cough Preyesh!) Topped 
off by a photograph with your 
award. 

The best part was the disco at the end, 
because no-one can control 180 students 
moshing at once so people went around the 
museum and did what they liked. All in all, 
it was a very enjoyable evening: Better make 
sure you work hard next year to get your 
invitation!

By Matt Betts 



5 Movies to watch 
this Summer...

1) Scary Movie
Scary movie is a humorous horror which is sure to make you laugh out loud. 
It’s only suitable for 15+ as it features violence and rudeness, however it is 
very funny. It was released in 2000. It’s based a Phantom, from the ‘Scream’ 
series, who murders, but with style.
Cast Includes:
Anna Faris as Cindy Campbell Keenen Ivory Wayans as Slave
Marlon Wayans as Shorty Meeks Shannon Elizabeth as Buffy Gilmore

2) Pitch Perfect
Pitch Perfect is a musical comedy and is quite funny. It’s most suited for 
girls in their teens. It’s based in a collage surrounding a group of a cappella 
singers called the Barden Bellas who compete against another a cappella 
group from their college to win Nationals. It was released in 2012.
Cast Includes:
Anna Kendrick as Beca Mitchell Brittany Snow as Chloe Beale
Anna Camp as Aubrey Posen Skylar Astin as Jesse Swanson 

Rebel Wilson as Fat Amy  Ben Platt as Benji Applebaum

3) Wild Child
American teenager Poppy finds herself being sent to an English Board-
ing School when her father grows concerned for her behaviour. Can 
Poppy change her ways or will she stay a ‘wild child’? It was released in 
2008.
Cast Includes:
Emma Roberts as Poppy Moore     Alex Pettyfer as Freddie Kings-
ley
Natasha Richardson as Mrs Kingsley  Aidan Quinn as Gerry Moore

5) Spirited Away

Spirited Away is a Japanese film made in 2001 with 
Studio Ghibli. It is about a girl who is travelling to 
her new home but her dad takes a wrong turn and 
ends up at a secret palace for spirits. It’s a brilliant 
film for the whole family to watch!

4) White Chicks
White Chicks is about two black FBI agents called Kevin and Marcus, who must 
disguise themselves as two rich white girls to keep their jobs. It was released in 
2004. It is for 15+, it is really funny and a real classic.
Cast Includes:
Shawn Wayans as Kevin Copeland  Marlon Wayans as Marcus 
Copeland
Busy Philipps as Karen Googlestein Jessica Cauffiel as Tori
Jennifer Carpenter as Lisa

By Ellie



Top things that     honestly suck 
      about being    a teenager...

1.Early Mornings 
Everybody hates getting up early in the morning 

to go to school. That horrible feeling that you get 
when you hear the alarm clock go off at 7, so you 
press snooze, sleep in until 7:45, and then panic 
when you’re late. 

3.Looking ‘right’
With celebs looking as gorgeous as they do 

these days, there is a lot of pressure on soci-
ety to match up to those standards, and normally, 
this means changing your look totally, whether that 
means losing weight, dyeing your hair or even going 
as far as a face-lift or nose job. The thing is, though, 
if you like the way you are, stick to it! Nobody can 
tell you how to look, and if you feel comfortable in 
your own skin, then great. There is no real ‘right’ way 
to look, so don’t change yourself to look like some-
one else. You don’t want to be a sheep. 

2.Drama
When you are a teen, drama seems 

to follow you everywhere. The 
slightest things can cause an argument. 
Don’t say you have never shouted at 
your siblings because they tripped you 
up, or yelled at your parents because 
they wouldn’t do something, because 
we’ve all been there. Some days are 
amazing; you feel on top of the world, 
bouncing around like you have no wor-
ries, and the next, you find yourself 
screaming because you dropped a chip 
on the floor, or burnt your toast.
Friendship dramas are also a major 
problem. We all have our little groups, 
and sooner or later, we learn to stick in 
them. If anyone else from the outside 
world tries to break you up, some ma-
jor mess is going to go down. But, yet 
again, these are experiences that we all 
go through. The best thing to do, is to 
just not stir up an argument, and try not 

There is no real ‘right’ way to look, 
so don’t change yourself to look 
like someone else

“
”



Top things that     honestly suck 
      about being    a teenager...

5 .Spots 
Growing up, you tend to go 

through a lot of changes. 
Unfortunately, they all mostly in-
volve your appearance. Spots are 
something that we all get, and 
suffer from. Getting called ‘Crater 
Face’ by your brother, and getting 
the ‘Don’t worry darling, it’s just a 
phase’ talk with your parents, are 
things that everyone goes through. 
Just remember that if people tease 
you for them now, when yours are 
gone and theirs have appeared, they 
won’t be laughing.

4.Childhood Things
When we were younger, we all had things that were 

special to us, and that we loved. Maybe a special toy, 
or book, or movie, or maybe an item of clothing. Whatever 
it was, it meant something to us, and most of us couldn’t 
just let it go on the spot. We’d have to gradually let go of 
the past. But, somewhere in our hearts, there’s always going 
to be a place for it. Although, maybe sometimes, we just 
can’t resist going back to those times, and get out those old 
action figures, or read that tattered book. So what if peo-
ple judge you for it? I know that if I was offered a chance 
to watch another episode of Rainbow, or play with my 
old Barbie Dolls, I would, in a heartbeat, because it means 
something to me. So, just remember that, you can’t go back 
to the past, but you can always have happy memories of it.

6.Homework
The bell goes. You run home. You switch on the TV, put your feet up, get ready to relax, and then 

remember…HOMEWORK. The one part of the day that you dread. Whether it’s maths, English, Sci-
ence, RE, it is always there. Waiting to be done…
But you know, in your heart, that if you don’t do it, you will surely get a detention. So, you power 
through, until you get it done. You go into school the next day, and hand it in, your heart thumping, 
and the teacher takes it in. ‘That didn’t go so badly’, you think. You make it through the whole lesson, 

By Eve Flude



Book Reviews- 
The Secret Diary Of Adrian Mole Aged 

13¾
This book was written by Sue Townsend, bestselling author of the 1980’s. It is the first in the ‘Adrian Mole’ 
series. The diary is written by Adrian Mole, the main character. He usually writes about his hectic daily life; 
family, friends and just general events. Throughout the book, Adrian is in love with a girl who attends his 
school, Pandora. He is best friends with a boy called Nigel, although their relationship is on and off through-
out the book.. The book starts with Adrian listing his new year’s resolutions, which he tries to complete over 
the course of the book. 
There are a lot of interesting characters in the book, including Bert Baxter, an 89 year old alcoholic, with a 
large Alsatian dog called Sabre, everyone else is afraid of, but Bert loves dearly.
Adrian’s mother and father are also very interesting characters. They both also have their ups and downs 
during the year, but the way it is written, from Adrian’s point of view, makes it very entertaining and funny to 
read.
The book is very witty, and has lots of interesting and amusing jokes and puns in it. It is humorous how a 
boy of only 13 goes on and on about things that adults worry about. 
 “My spots are so horrific that I can’t bear to write about them. I will be the laughing stock at school. I am 
reading ‘The Man in the Iron Mask.’ I know exactly how he feels.”
The book itself is aimed mostly at teenagers. I would recommend it strongly to anyone over 12. 
I am going to give The Secret Diary of Adrian Mole Aged 13 and 3 quarters, 
5 stars. This book has given me weeks of enjoyment and true laugh out loud moments. Without being too 
cliché, this book was definitely one of the best books I have read in my childhood so far. It is truly a mind 
opener. I say this to anyone who hasn’t read it: “Go down to the library, take it out as soon as possible and 
read it. You won’t regret it.” 

By Eve Flude

Journalist of the term...
for her amazing articles and brilliant dedication to 

Media student leadership 



By Eve Flude

Top 10 tunes of 2013 
so far!

Pompeii - Bastille. 
This brilliant song peaked at No2 in the UK top 40 when 
it was released in January and is the first single to be 
released by Bastille from their debut album ‘Bad Blood’. 

Let Her Go – Passenger
With its beautiful instrumental and its heartbreaking lyrics 
this song also peaked at No2 in the charts and comes 
from Passenger’s 3rd studio album ‘Al the Little Lights’. 

Clown - Emeli Sande.  
Reaching No2 in the UK charts, the beautiful voice of 
Emeli Sande here tells the story of how the singer-song-
writer felt when she was trying to get signed. It comes 
from her very successful debut album ‘Our Version of 
Events’.

Get Lucky - Daft Punk
With an impressively long time at the No1 place in the 
charts, ‘Get Lucky’ is currently the most streamed track of 
2013 so far so it has to be one of the best songs of the 
year so far.

I Need Your Love - Calvin Harris (ft Ellie Goulding)
From Calvin Harris’ No1 album ‘18 months’, this dance 
track only got to no4 in UK chart but is still one of my 
favorites.

Radioactive - Imagine Dragons
After being used as the main theme song for the film adap-
tation of Stephenie Meyers ‘The Host’ this indie rock song 
made it to No12 in the UK chart.

Thrift Shop - Macklemore (ft Ryan Lewis)
From Macklemore and Ryan Lewis’ collaborative debut 
album ‘The Heist’ this song was hit the No1 spot in our 
charts and in charts all over the world. 

One Way Or Another/Teenage Kicks - One Direction
The comic relief song of 2013 this song also made it to 
No1 in the charts, the boys raised a lot of money charity. 
Their latest album ‘Take Me Home’ has also done very well 
lately. 

Drinking From the Bottle - Calvin Harris (ft Tinie Tem-
pah)
Another song from Calvin Harris’ ’18 Months’ this time fea-
turing successful rapper Tinie Tempah and this time making 
it to No5 in the charts.

LaLaLa - Naughty Boy (ft Sam Smith)
At it’s time of release this was the fastest selling single in 
the UK. This catchy tune made it to No1 in the official 
chart.

By Pryanta and Isha



Frequently Asked Questions   
by Year 7’s

“Is it easy to make friends?”
Yes, before you know it, you have made a bunch of new friends. Everyone is very friendly and easy to get along with.

“Is it easy to find your way around school?”
It was very easy to find my way around. After about a week or so you get used to it. All of the blocks are clearly labelled, and 
after a while, the school doesn’t seem so big anymore.

“Is it easy to remember your teacher’s name?”
It was quite easy, actually. Even when you have more than one teacher for the same subject, you get used to it in no time.

“Is the work hard?”
I think you always believe the work is going to be hard, but it isn’t that tough. Even when the work gets harder, you get  better.

“Did it scare you?”
At first I was worried about it. A big new school where you only know your old friends, but everyone is so nice and supportive. 

If you get confused about what week you are on, don’t panic, there are signs on the classroom windows. 
If you need to find out what lunch you are on, just ask your mentor or friends.

If you are finding something hard, don’t be afraid to ask a teacher or your mentor. If you ask, it will boost 
your confidence and progress. There is always someone to help you at Finham Park. 

If you get a bit lost, don’t be afraid to ask a teacher or even a student. 
It probably sounds cheesy, but at Finham we aim to be one big family and help each other through tough 

times in life.

 By Maggie Jones



Games Review
2013 has been an interesting year in the world 
of gaming, with the announcement of the new 
‘next gen’ consoles the PS4 and the XBOX ONE, 
along with lots of great looking next generation 
games to play. Games companies have spent 
millions on new servers, engines, and publicity at 
press conferences, exhibitions and through the 
media. Lots of people have been questioning the 
next gen consoles, and experts are saying that 
this generation of games and consoles will go by 
very quickly.

Games have got better over the years in many ways 
such as better graphics, more action, big explo-
sions and gameplay. Lots of the ‘next gen’ games like 
Destiny, COD ghosts and watchdogs are trying to be 
connected or even cross compatible, but with some 
games coming out on 6 different platforms people are 
questioning can it be done. At E3 (electronic enter-
tainment exhibition) there will be lots of competition 
between Sony and Microsoft, not to mention the 
various games companies wanting the top spots to 

showcase their products.

‘Destiny’ is a game that is open world, (in this case open 
universe) can be explored without having actually playing 
the story or quests. This is the first exclusive major MMO to 
come to console, and from what I’ve seen it looks amazing; 
it’s kind of World of Warcraft but in the style of halo or Star 
Trek. all in first person. The playable characters announced 
so far have been the ‘Titan’, a heavy weapon wielding jug-

gernaut who is a slow mover but makes up in armour and power. The 
‘Scout’, a long ranged based nimble sniper who uses speed as an 
advantage, and the warlock a more evenly built character who uses 
assault rifles and can wield special magical powers. Destiny will be 
coming out late this year or early next year on PS3, XBOX 360, PS4 

and XBOX ONE. A PC version has not been announced so far.   

‘The Last of us’ is a third person game where you control a survivor 
called Joel, along with his none playable companion Ellie. It is set in 
the future where disease and corruption has destroyed the world as 
we know it; setting Joel and Ellie on an emotional quest for survival. 

‘The Last of us’ will be exclusive for PS3 and PS4.

 
Last is the 10th instalment from activision’s Call of Duty series, 
“Ghosts”. There are still a lot of mysteries around ghosts but what 
we’ve seen looks great. One of the most important things is activi-
sion’s brand new engine. It runs and makes the game, which uses 
next gen technology graphics, it looks almost real. Ghosts includes 
new features to change the map by destroying objects, has included 
new moves like peeking round corners, sliding, and vaulting over 
objects and cover. ‘COD Ghosts’ will be available on all platforms.

By Jack Brazil



Fashion and Uniform: 
do they go?

Having a school uniform can sometimes be a 
pain. This article will give you some ideas on how 
to look cool, original and fashionable. 

Nails
Keep your nails long, if you put clear nail varnish 
on it will make your nails look nice and healthy. 
Don’t bite your nails! 

Jewellery 
If you have your ears pierced then you can wear 
any kind of funky coloured studs, just like these 
ones: 

 
Hair
Don’t use heat on your hair every day because it 
might damage your hair. If you are going to style 
your hair use high quality grips. Some funky hair 
styles include: fish tail plait, pony tail, messy bun, 
side pony, quiff and messy up do. 

Accessorise
You could always recycle an old bag or buy 
a new one.  Remember your bag needs to 
be functional and cool at the same time, 
like these two:



Our top 10 Holiday 
Destinations

1. The Balearic Islands 
The Balearic Islands include Mallorca, Menorca, Ibiza 
and Formentera. With a mixture of great nightlife, his-
toric towns and peaceful beaches, who wouldn’t want 
to visi the Balearic Islands this summer?

2. Florida - USA
Florida is a great place to visit with wonderful attrac-
tions including Walt Disney World, Universal Studios 
and Sea World. But there’s time to relax too with miles 
of sand from Miami to the Gulf Coast.

3. Greece 
Dreaming of historic trip to Athens? Or a relaxing 
holiday spent on the beach? Greece is probably the 
place for you!

4. Turkey
This ‘Meditteraniean Getaway’ is perfect for explor-
ing fascinnating arcitecture such as the ruined Tem-
ple of Apollo as welll as the Didim Aquapark making 
Turkey a brilliant holiday for all ages.

5. Paris 
Paris is truly amazing for sightseeing- to anyone 
who is planning to visit I reccommend a walk up the 
Sacre Coer and a trip to the Eiffel Tower. The art in 
Paris is unparalleled so a trip to the Louvre to see 
the world-famous Mona Lisa is definitely worthwhile.

6. Portugal
Portugal is said to have the perfect weather to take 
in beautiful scenery, gorgeous beaches and deli-
cious food.

7. Thailand
Thialand is nicknamed “The land of smiles” as it is 
famous for it’s welcoming and kind people.

8. Sri Lanka
13% of Sri Lanka is conserved as National Parks 
and reserves due to the fascinating wildlife that 
can be found there.   

9. North Africa
A unique wildlife safari is a one of many great 
reasons to visit North Africa. As well as this the 
breath-taking mountain hikes are quite something 
to behold.

10. Bora Bora
Brilliant activities such as Snorkellng or scuba 
diving provide a special insight into the beauti-
ful underwater life in Bora Bora. It is also said the 
sunsets in Bora Bora are unmissable.



Finham Park’s first ever film festival in Shine Week was the result of the Media Department’s inspiring visit to the European 
Independent Film Festival in Paris before Easter. Entries so far as we go to press include a wide variety of entries, from 
stop-motion animation to spoof film trailers between 60-90 seconds long. Rumour has it that there will be three or four 
categories of film, including an all-comers category which anyone can enter, and awards for Best Film in each category 
will be voted on by students. The prizes for the winners will be stickers which will contribute towards house points and 
potentially, winning entries could be entered for the Coventry Digital Creativity Awards next year: First prizes for those 
include a trophy and an Apple TV! It’s all happening on College Day on Monday 22nd July during Shine Week.

8 Facts you never knew about the Finham Park Film Festival:

1. Finham Park have won an award at Coventry Digital Creativity Awards every single year it has been running! Check out the stu-
dents’ work on www.youtube.com/user/finhammedia
2. Assistant College Leader judges will spend all of next week trying to whittle down the dozens of entries to four or five to be 
shown and voted on 
3. Students will be voting using QR codes on their mobile phones, so make sure you’ve got your phone and a QR code reader!
4. Mr Gunn is apparently being driven nuts by the number of “horror” entries, and is dying to see something funny!
5. The school will be putting on the authentic cinema experience with popcorn: Over 70% of the money made on popcorn will go 
to our school charities, so bring your pound coins!
6. Miss Reardon has created our very own Hollywood-style Walk of Fame, with stars to appear all over the place on the day.
7. The large number of cinema standees were acquired by Miss Butler using her wily telephone charms on the Electric Cinema in 
Birmingham: They apparently couldn’t resist her melodic Brummie tones…
8. The Oscar cardboard cut-outs actually belong to Mr Gaynon: No one is to ask why he owns Oscars cardboard cut-outs or what 
he does with them!

Finham Park Film Festival

Don’t miss it! Moday 22nd July


