
MERRY CHRISTMAS!

It is Christmas and the judge merrily says to the prisoner, 
“What are you charged with?” 
“Doing my Christmas shopping early,” the prisoner re-
plies. 
“That’s no offence,” says the puzzled judge. 
“It is if you do it before the shop opens,” the prisoner 
answers.
  
A bald man opens his Christmas present from his friend. 
It is a comb. “What do you think of it?” the friend asks. 
“I’ll never part with it,” he replies. 

Knock knock.
Who’s there?
Mary.
Mary Who?
Mary Christmas. 

Q. What do you call a Christmas card sent up the chim-
ney?
A. Black mail. 

Q. What never eats at Christmas? 
A. The turkey- it’s always stuffed! 

Q. What happened to the man who shoplifted a calendar 
at Christmas?
A. He got 12 months. 

Q. What happens if you eat Christmas decorations?
A. You get Tinselitis! 

Q. What did Adam say the nights before Christmas? 
A. It’s Christmas, Eve. 

Q. What do snowmen eat for breakfast?
A. Frosted Flakes. 

Q. What did the reindeer say before launching into his 
comedy routine?
 A. This will sleigh you.

Q. “Mum, can I have a dog for Christmas?”
A. “No, you can have a turkey like everyone else.” 

Q. What do you get when you cross a snowman and a 
vampire?
A. Frost Bite. 

Reviews
Films, music and 
books to put on 

your Christmas list

Interview
Finham Lion asks 
councillor John 
Scobbie about 

drug and alcohol 
issues

Plus...
Antibullying week
Children in Need
Horoscope Debate
Creative Writing
The Sports Zone

Finham Lion



A recap on Finham’s anti-bullying drive, and 
what students learnt during the week.
Anupriya Rajendran and Jenna Jagatia
This term we had anti-bullying week to raise aware-
ness on the effects of bullying in our community. 
During the week, we pupils spent the last hour of 
the afternoon in our mentor groups to discuss bul-
lying. Bullying as we all know is huge problem that 
happens everywhere, but fortunately this number is 
reducing year after year in our school! However, this 
still leaves a small number of people who have to 
deal with it both physically and verbally.
Bullying is deliberately hurting someone, repeated 
over a period of time and it’s difficult to defend 
against.

A significant question arose in many mentor groups 
discussions: Which is worse…physical or verbal bul-
lying? Many people implied that it often depends on 
how serious the bullying is; sometimes it can just be 
friends falling out (common in girls)! One thing most 
people agreed on is that it is rare for girls to get 
physically bullied. If girls are ever bullied they are 
most likely to be the victim of verbal bullying. Boys 
are mostly the ones who become involved in physi-
cal bullying.

The mentor groups did several different activities 
and discussed different things: posters, cyber, bully-
ing, reasons for bullying and what the worse types 
of bullying are? Mentors made loads slogans includ-
ing… “don’t keep crying, don’t keep hiding” which 
was created by Sophie Carter in Ms Dale’s mentor 
group (SG08) We also had another interesting one 
from Leah Martin in the same mentor group: don’t 
be mean, be reem!
Mr Brazier’s mentor (SG04) discussed the impacts of 
bullying and how much verbal bullying can affect its 
victims. 
Mr Hewitt’s mentor group (NGO1) discussed how 
playful banter can generally grow into serious bul-
lying if taken the wrong way. Therefore, it is vital to 
apologise if you unknowingly have hurt anybody’s 
feelings.
Mr Grute’s mentor group took part in producing a 
pyramid sporting the worst actions of bullying closer 
to the top and the lesser mean phases of bullying at 
nearer to the bottom. 

In that one hour of anti-bullying activities and dis-
cussions, one thing became clear. Bullying is a very 
serious matter. If getting bullied you should let a 
member of staff know and ask for help rather than 
handling things your own way. If bullying is serious, 
counselling is also available. 
If you’re a bully it is best you think about how to 
your actions are affecting the lives of other people. 
Apologise and own up for what you have done. 
That way, people will think of you as honest. If you 
are caught being a bully, serious consequences will 
await you. 

Antibully-
ing mes-
sages and 
students 
working 
together

Anti-Bullying



“ One in five teenagers 
admitted to drink driving

”

Jessica Clarke interviews drug councillor John 
Scobbie.
How do you help people that get involved with 
drugs?
I give them 1 to 1 counselling, using various meth-
ods one I favour is a model known as solution fo-
cused therapy. This helps the client to focus on the 
solution rather than the problem.
Do you have any advice for young people?
Saying NO is always important and try not to be in-
fluenced by your peers. Remember misuse of drugs 
and alcohol always ends in misery, destroying not 
only the user but their family and friends as well.
After grilling him on his job and how he helps peo-
ple I put theoretically him in the shoes of a teenager 
stuck in a tricky situation to do with drugs.
‘My friends are drinking nearly every week-
end; I worry about them being vulnerable 
out in the streets and for their health.’ 
Your friends may get peer pressured into taking 
drugs because of their friends, out of curiosity, or 
just ‘for a laugh’, to get away from their normal lives 
and problems just to fit in. However, your friends’ 
excessive drinking can cause health problems and 
can get them into dangerous situations. It might be 
a way for your friends to cover up their personal 
emotions, or to deal with difficult situations. Your 
friends may go to great lengths to hide what they 
are doing, and it may start to affect all areas of their 
lives. You could explain to them that excessive use 
can be associated with or contribute to serious men-
tal health problems in young people. Explain to your 
friends that in inexperienced hands, alcohol can be 
very dangerous. Statistics show that around 5,000 
teenagers are admitted to hospital every year for 
alcohol-related reasons. 
Your friends have other risks to consider, in a 2007 
survey, one in five teenagers admitted to drink driv-
ing, while a third (32%) had been a passenger in a 
car with a driver who was drunk.
Drinking alcohol can also make your friends forget 
about safe sex. Statistics show that after drinking, 
11% of young people engaged in unprotected sex in 
2007.
‘I know of a lot of people my age that are 
smoking, they have been for a while now, 
some people even have been for a year or 

too. I’m afraid of my friends being peer pres-
sured in to doing the same.’
Firstly the rumours are probably true, because peo-
ple often begin to use drugs or start to drink a lot 
of alcohol to avoid the things that they go through. 
E.g. pressure from friends, family, and the feel-
ing that adults give them no freedom. Your friends 
probably start to use drugs and alcohol to make 
themselves feel better. The problem with that is, 
drinking or using drugs only ends up making things 
worse. Alcohol and other drugs may make them feel 
good for a short time when high, but when the high 
wears off, they will feel miserable and may even feel 
depressed. For your own health and wellbeing you 
have to be strong and resolute and keep reminding 
yourself that to follow your ‘friends’ behaviour will 
only lead to a downward spiral of misery, sadness 
and grief. 

Drugs and Alcohol



Children In Need

Need by taking part in non-uniform day.
We also raised money by selling our own custom-
ized  Finham badges at school which raised a total of 
£63 .
And thank you to everyone for competing in Tie Day 
Friday - Eastgate were the winners!

Gurdeep Janda

Who are they?
Children in Need is an organisation that helps young 
children in the UK who are disadvantaged. Thanks to 
the support of the public, Children in Need are able 
to make a real difference to the lives of children all 
across the UK. 

What do Children in Need do? 
They provide financial grants to projects in the UK 
that focus on disadvantaged children and young 
people. Children in Need are local to people in all 
corners of the UK and support small and large or-
ganisations that empower children and extend their 
life choices.
Their grant programmes are open all year round for 
applications, with a focus on allocating the money 
to deserving projects four times a year. To find out 
more about their grant programmes, or to hear how 
some children’s lives have been changed for the bet-
ter, visit the ‘change lives’ website. 

What did we do at Finham?
We raised most of our donations for Children in 



Nisha Dhesi
Horoscopes are a part of astrology, where charts of the positions of the Sun, Moon and planets are used 
to predict what will happen at a certain point in time. Most scientists do not think that horoscopes work, 
and there is no evidence to show that they are accurate. Nevertheless, horoscopes are still very popular in 
newspapers and magazines, with thousands of people checking their star sign every day.
Below, Nisha Dhesi puts her astrological talents to the test as she tells Finham Park what their week will 
hold:

The Horoscope Debate
Are horoscopes real? Finham Lion investigates 
and gives you our own mystical predictions.

Aquarius
 20th January-18th 

February
Today you will step in a 
deep puddle before 4 
o’clock.

Taurus
 20th April-20th May

A secret admirer will 
reveal themselves....but 
who?

Capricorn
 22nd December-19th 

January
You’ll be given a Christ-
mas gift that you really 
wanted.

Sagittarius
 22nd November-21st 

December
Slippery spaghetti will 
fall on you in the old 
canteen.

Scorpio
 23rd October-21st 

November
You will receive the 
blame for something 
you didn’t do.

Libra
23rd September-22nd 

October
You will lose something, 
but find something 
better.

Virgo
 23rd August-22nd 

September
You will have the luckiest 
day of your life.

Leo
 23rd July-22nd August
A long lost object will 
turn up at last.

Cancer
 21st June-22nd July

On a Wednesday you 
will receive a surprise!

Gemini
 21st May-20th June

You will get 5 star 
stickers today.

Aries
 21st March-19th April

You will trip over your 
shoe laces outside E 
block.

Pisces
 19th February-20th 

March
You will receive an 
unexpected windfall at 
8pm!!!

Do you believe in horoscopes?

None 
of the 
above

It’s hard 
to say

YesMore likely 
yes

More likely 
no

No

The best thing I 
have learnt at 
school ...
Mandeep Johal and Monica Basi
Stephanie Slide (Year 7)
“In humanities we were learning about god and 
beliefs. I found out that not everyone believes in 
god; also many people have different beliefs than 
me” 
“The best thing I did in school was the Christmas 
mug for Santa. We had to create a flask. using 
different materials to see which material kept the 
water the warmest throughout the 2 minutes.” 
Nisha Dhesi (Year 8)
“The best thing I have learnt in school is how to 
find out if a diamond is real, we found out how to 
see if a diamond is real by measuring its density.”
Why did you find it really interesting? “I found it 
interesting because it’s a useful skill and it could 
also come in handy sometime in my life.”
Amrita Sagoo (Year 10)
“The best thing I have learnt in school is to know 
how to use Photoshop in Media.”
Why did you find it really interesting? “I found it in-
teresting because I can use Photoshop after school 
as well, and it can help me in the future.”  



Film: 

Music: 

Books: 

Anupriya Rajendran
Arthur Christmas: 
Release Date- 23rd November 2011
Sony Pictures Animations presents to you their lat-
est to-be hit Christmas movie: Arthur Christmas. The 
movie tells the tale of Santa’s son and his adventure 
of delivering his father’s Christmas presents around 
the world before Christmas day dawns, with the aid 
of Santa’s magical high-tech device hidden beneath 
the North Pole. 
This heart-warming, frost-melting festive family film  
 is the perfect story, bound to 

get you in a Christmas mood. 
So why not grab a friend or 
family member and take 
them along to the cinema 
to experience this amazing 
tale. Why miss it?
Indujah Srikaran
The Rum Diaries:
Pirates of the Caribbean 
star Johnny Depp stars in 
the new film this season 

‘The Rum Diaries’ based 
on a novel written by an eccentric 
journalist, Hunter S. Thompson. 
The character Paul Kempt (John-
ny Depp) comes to Puerto Rico to 
take a job at the newspaper San 
Juan Star. Paul’s close friend Sala 
(Michael Rispoli) gets into a bit of 
trouble and Kempt has to write 
real estate articles. This unpre-
dictable 1950’s based movie gives 
the viewer a thrill as you never 
expect what is going to happen 

next. I recommend this film if you want an extra bit 
of thrill this term.

Anupriya Rajendran
Justin Bieber- Under the Mistletoe
Release Date- November 1st 
2011
Looking for some-
thing festive but 
modern to play this 
Christmas? Well, 
why not buy Justin 
Bieber’s new album- 
Under the Mistletoe? 

The album which was 
released on the first of No-
vember has been created 
especially for Christmas, 
and is jam-packed with 
massive singles to get you 
in a festive mood. 
The album includes the 
single ‘Under the Mistle-
toe’ which entered our 
chart only an hour after its 
release. It also features an exclusive collaboration 
with Mariah Carey on a duet of her Christmas hit, 
‘All I Want for Christmas.” And that is not all; Justin 
Bieber has also teamed up with his mentor Usher, 
Chris Brown and Boys II Men for some of what we 
think are soon to be smash-hit Christmas tunes. So 
gather around the mistletoe and add some rhythm 
to your Christmas this year! 
Jasmin Ria Mistry
Pixie Lott- Young Foolish Happy
Young Foolish Happy is the second album release 
from Italia the one and only Pixie Lott! The Pop 
Star’s next album after the No.1 selling album Turn 
It Up but ‘Young Foolish Happy’ is an album burst-
ing with several collaborations with Pusha T, Stevie 
Wonder and John Legend, giving a combination 
of depth and electronic effects to the record. The 
first single “All About Tonight” swings into a more 
electronic-pop sound with an up-beat chorus which 
went directly to first place in the UK singles chart. 
Overall I feel the album will be a great success and 
will be a memorable album to listen to over and 
over again. 

Anupriya Rajendran
Horrible Christmas- Terry Deary and Martin Brown.
Release Date: November 2011
From the makers of Horrible Histories comes their 
2011 instalment: Horrible Christmas. This book 
is jam-packed with festive facts of the history be-
hind everyone’s favourite festival: Christmas. Brace 
yourselves to be revolted as you discover 
foul festive foods and sea-
sonal stories to send a shiver 
down your spine. This perfect 
Christmas gift for any Christ-
mas lover is ensured to make 
them read on. So why not buy 
it? After all, even Christmas can 
have a history, right?

Reviews



Creative Corner
This term the Creative Writing group showcase their 
talent in festive themed pieces. Creative Writing 
Club runs every Wednesday after school in M Block.
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Winter

It was six in the morning. The family was sleeping except 

one small boy. As he sat up, his sight still a little hazy, a 

smile dawned on his face. Because the day that children 

remember as the best time of the year had finally arrived. 

Christmas. An icy layer of white frost covered the ground. 

He ran downstairs and stopped dead as he saw the living 

room. A tree caked in baubles, tinsel and fairy lights sat in 

the corner. It looked lost without the lights on. Like Christ-

mas without the Christmas cake, a winter with no snow, 

a moon but no stars. But nevertheless the room made up 

for the tree’s lack of festivity. One stocking hung from the 

sire place and the boy ran towards it. He unhooked it and 

tipped it up. Joy was the dominant emotion on his face. 

He was happy in a way only children could be. He closed 

his eyes and breathed in. A mixture of cinnamon and pine 

engulfed the boy. He clutched his empty reindeer stocking 

and looked out the window and up at the clear moonlit 

sky and spoke in a voice that was barely a whisper.

‘Thank you Santa’



Lauren Budd and Amy Trenbeth
On Saturday 3rd December 2011 a group of 22 
trampolinists from Finham Park School went to 
Cocks Moor Woods Leisure Centre in Birmingham. 
They took part in a competition involving schools 
from Birmingham and Coventry and had to perform 
the ‘Schools Routine’ and a ‘Voluntary’ routine. 
The outcome was fantastic!
The year 8 A team qualified for the next round of 
the competition, against the whole of West Mid-
lands.
The year 9 A team finished in 2nd place and have 
also got through to the next round.
We would like to congratulate all the students who 
participated in the competition, and wish the best 
of luck to those who have qualified for the next 
round of the competition. If the teams are success-
ful in qualifying in the next round against many 
other schools in the West Midlands, they will go on 
to compete in the finals against schools from the 
top schools in England, Wales, Scotland and Ireland. 

Last November, the Finham netball 
and football teams of all years took 
part in a derby day against Bishop 
Ullathorne 
Yr. 7 netball: lost 7-4
Yr. 7 football: lost 4-3
Yr. 8 netball: won 15-4
Yr. 8 football: lost 6-4
Yr. 9 netball: drew 4 all
Yr. 9 football: lost 8-3
Yr. 10 netball: won 13-2
Yr. 10 football: lost 5-0
Yr. 11 netball: won
Yr. 11 football: lost 3-1 

Sports Zone
The latest results and news from Finham’s 
budding athletes.

Eve Castledine and Issy Cornwall both came 3rd individually. And 
below, the year 9 A team who finished in 2nd place

Trampolining Regional 
Competition

From top left to bottom right: Molly, Rosie, Hayley, Izzi Ingram, 
Robyn, Maisie Boyd, Amy Trenberth, Alice, Charley, Lauren Budd, 
Amy Webster, Eve, Lauren Campbell, Becky, Corrine, Maisie 
Clarke, Beth, Sophie, Issy Cornwall, Megan, Emma, Leah

Finham vs 
Ullathorne Derby 
Day


